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Abstract 
 
Professors at Oxford College of Emory University extend class-capture technology beyond lec-
ture recording to the capturing of student presentations and projects.  This content capture pro-
cess creates instant feedback to the producing students about their content expertise and commu-
nication effectiveness as well as a self-reinforcing loop that motivates students to perfect their 
oral presentations. 
 
Introduction 
 
Prominently included in the mission statement of Oxford College is the phrase “…the curriculum 
and the co-curricular activities of Oxford College are designed to teach students to read percep-
tively, think independently, communicate clearly, and embrace responsible citizenship.”  In par-
ticular, the goal of students achieving the skills of clear communication is achieved through both 
written and oral exercises throughout the program of the college.  The oral element is most 
prominently addressed using individual and group presentations within many varied courses. 

While effective at demonstrating content expertise and exercising oral communication abilities, 
classroom presentations – both group and individual – also present pedagogical challenges to the 
professor and the course.  A substantial amount of class time must be allocated not only to each 
individual or team presenter but also for setup and transition time between presentations.  This 
cumulative expense of time is costly to the syllabus of the course in constraining the quantity of 
material that the professor is able to include across the span of a semester.  Furthermore, the 
fleeting nature of class presentations requires hasty assessment by the professor and questionable 
pedagogical value to the non-presenting students. 

To address these challenges while retaining the value of student oral presentations, a selection of 
Oxford College professors are experimenting with the student use – outside of class – of lecture 
capture technology.  The audio and video of the captured presentations are then published via 
streaming video for student viewing and learning as well as professor review and assessment.  
Using content capture technology maintains the practice and benefits of oral presentations while 
liberating the previously allocated class time for other pedagogical uses. 
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Technology Infrastructure 
 
Oxford College Information Technology (OCIT) researched several different content capture 
products prior to implementing the Camtasia Relay system created by the TechSmith Corpora-
tion.  Camtasia Relay is appealing to Oxford College due to these properties: 

 Software based system 
 Quick and easy client installation 
 Intuitive user interface 
 Server based license 
 Windows, Macintosh and flash drive compatibility 
 Easy to use 
 Automatic file formatting (multiple formats), web publishing and link address notifica-

tion 
 Integration with web, Blackboard and iTunesU 
 Portable and offline recording options 

 
Following a successful pilot program including faculty focus groups, instructional videos and 
training sessions, Camtasia Relay was fully licensed and installed.   
 
The server computer hosting Camtasia Relay is a Hewlett-Packard DL-320 G5p with dual 2.13 
GHz processors, 2 GB RAM and 149 GB hard drive.  The operating system for this server is Mi-
crosoft Windows Server 2003 SP2. The Camtasia Relay server processes the captured videos in-
to the user selected video formats and publishes the final videos to a separate media server.  The 
media server is also a Hewlett-Packard DL-320 G5p with dual 2.13 GHz processors; 2 GB RAM 
but with a 292 GB hard drive. The operating system for the media server is Red Hat Linux 4. 
 
User accounts for the Camtasia Relay server accessed via the Camtasia Relay client software are 
authenticated via Emory University’s LDAP system.  However, the user accounts must be inde-
pendently activated for Camtasia Relay. 
 
The Camtasia Relay client software is available for Apple Macintosh OS 10.4 – 10.6, Microsoft 
Windows XP, Vista and 7; and a portable recorder is installable on flash drives.  All client soft-
ware is downloaded locally from the college Camtasia Relay server.  All public use workstations 
in student computer labs, classroom facilities, loaner laptops and the library include in the stand-
ard disk image the Camtasia Relay client.  Students, faculty and staff are permitted to download 
and install the client on their individual workstations at their discretion.   
 
The Camtasia Relay client computer requires a microphone to capture the presenter’s voice and 
optionally, a webcam if the presenter’s image is desired.  An inserted thumbnail of video or a 
photograph of the presenter’s face adds to the quality of the viewer’s experience. 
 
Video file formats supported by Camtasia Relay include… 

 Camrec 
 MP4 
 XAP 
 MP3 
 AVI 
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Follow-up 
 
With this successful pilot program complete, desired follow-up activities include: 

 Interviewing the students and faculty to determine their perceptions of the effectiveness 
of performing online presentations compared with traditional presentations for reinforc-
ing content expertise. 

 Interviewing the students and faculty to determine their perceptions of the effectiveness 
of performing online presentations compared with traditional presentations for reinforc-
ing oral communications skills. 

 Beginning a library of online student presentations from various semesters and disci-
plines. 

 
 


